
 

 

BOXWELL WITH LEIGHTERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

COMMUNITY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 7th JULY 2025 AT 7.00pm 

MINUTES 

 

Present: Simon Gale, Co-Chairman 

  Frankie Gale, Responsible Financial Officer 

  Gary Mackenzie 

  Dan Say 

  Felicity White, Clerk 

 

1. Welcome - SG welcomed councillors to the meeting. 

2. Apologies were received from Martin Weaver, Co-Chairman and Tony Slater, District 

Councillor, Avening and Gumbolds Ash 

3. The Minutes from the meeting held on 12th May were approved including an 

Addendum as outlined below. 

3.1 Since the meeting on the 12th May, as Boxwell with Leighterton PC qualifies, 

an AGAR Certificate of Exemption has been completed. It should be noted the PC has: 

a) Approved Certificate of Exemption 

b) Approved Annual Governance Statement 

c) Approved Accounting Statements 

3.1.1  The AGAR Return has been completed and will be submitted as required. 

4. Poole Farm Development update: 

4.1 The developer, Mackenzie Miller (MM), has revised the drawings for the site, 

one of the reasons being that the external and internal plans did not align on the 

original Architect’s drawings.  The new plans will be submitted to CDC in the near 

future.  The revision includes changes to the garage doors, the inclusion of timber 

windows and the garages themselves, one of which the location has had to be moved 

due to the close proximity to an overhead cable.  

The SUDs pond has been dug and it should be noted that this was required by CDC. 

MM is conducting further tests in order to establish whether a tank could be built 

underground instead with a landscaped surface.  In their opinion the surface water and 

drainage on the new site will be much better. 

4.2 It has been confirmed that the name of the road entering the site will be Hillmist 

Place. 

4.3 Earlier in the day SG and GM had visited a MM site at Longborough, where 6 

houses in a larger village are being erected.  It was clear to them that MM cares about 

the details even to the extent of colour grading guttering and ensuring tiles on the roof 

are appropriately graduated.  They build 25-30 properties a year and concentrate on 

good quality to ensure that buildings are sympathetic to their surroundings. 

MM is slightly frustrated that some of the site traffic is not using the agreed route into 

and out of the village.  They will be writing to the sub-contractors to remind them of the 

route and should they continue to flout the guidance, will fine them. 

In the meantime, a Site Manager will be on the site from the end of July. In order to 

avoid duplication of queries/comments, any requests/observations to the Site 

Manager must be channelled via the Parish Council. The website address for this 

is: info@boxwellwithleightertonpc.co.uk 



 

 

5. Planning Approvals - 25/01885/FUL  Approval sought to erect an agricultural building 

to cover existing farmyard manure storage at New Castle Farm.  No objections were 

raised by the PC. 

6. The Pond update: 

Andy Batten and Peter Huntley have commenced clearing the small trees and the 

overgrown vegetation near the fence.  Some of the willow roots will be replanted away 

from this area, within the boundary wall in the back corner near the telegraph pole. 

Simon Ursell has kindly offered to arrange for an environmental assessment of the 

pond to be conducted and provide a report outlining whether it is more suitable for 

domestic ducks or wildfowl. 

SG advised that the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust has arranged to visit in late 

October/early November in order to provide guidance, following which the PC will 

report the options available to the village at a PC Meeting. 

7. Speed Controls update: 

DS reported that he had had an on-site meeting with the Road Safety team, which 

proved very helpful.  They agreed that the level and speed of traffic around the school 

was high.  Traffic monitors were subsequently put in place in various parts of the village 

in order to monitor speed and number of vehicles, the data for which has been sent to 

Gloucester Highways.  The Parish Plan result and report by Gloucester Highways will 

inform what action will be taken. 

8. Finance Report and Model Financial Regulations: 

FG provided an update on the current finances of BwL Parish Council which shows: 

    £ Opening Bal  £ Closing Bal 

Current A/c   2,478.00  1.00 

Savings A/c   6,998.00  5,550.00 

Community Events A/c    40.00 

She is proposing to conduct a revaluation of assets held by the PC and will establish 

the best way for this to be presented. 

As part of the work, the question arose as to how the Playground equipment would 

continue to be maintained and, if necessary, replaced in future, the PC is looking at 

the options available. 

 

Reference was also made to the change in Model Financial Regulations following the 

issuance of a revised template by NALC.  Further analysis has established that some 

changes are a requirement, some of which are not applicable to BwL. The PC voted 

to adopt the new regulations with immediate effect. 

9. Any Other Business 

9.1 The PC has now taken over the publication of the BwL Newsletter.  Future 

publications will include regular articles from a number of contributors; if you would like 

to write something for us (either ad-hoc or regularly) we would be very grateful!  We 

wish to encourage local businesses to advertise, the prices for which are on the first 

edition.  It was queried whether an electronic version would be acceptable as well. 

 

9.2 CDC has recently circulated a document in respect of funding for Community 

projects.  DS and GM are going to establish whether there might be something relevant 

for BwL. 

9.3 The PC discussed a further event for the village in the Autumn and it was 

suggested that a barbeque and raffle might be a good idea.  Naturally, the Christmas 



 

 

Fair will take place and the PC will look into the viability of getting The Street closed 

temporarily. 

SG advised that several people had asked about a village hub in the absence of a 

village hall.  Whilst the Church warden, Robert Bryant Pearson PCC has encouraged 

use of the church, the PC does not currently have sufficient funds to make any 

significant alterations, SG suggested that marquees, as used for the village fete, might 

be used for other events arranged in the village.   

9.4 The Government is advising/requiring all government bodies to have a .gov.uk  

or other “owned” domain and email addresses. The cost of a .gov.uk domain is in 

excess of £300 pa, which is a considerable chunk of what is received through the 

Parish Precept, and so the PC voted to transfer email to the current domain 

‘boxwellwithleightertonpc.co.uk' whilst the requirements are clarified.  

10.  Date of the next meeting: 

Monday, 8th September 2025 
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