BOXWELL WITH LEIGHTERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, 8th SEPTEMBER 2025 at 7.00pm
MINUTES

Present: Simon Gale, Co-Chairman

Guest:

w

Martin Weaver, Co-Chairman

Frankie Gale, Responsible Financial Officer

Gary Mackenzie

Dan Say

Felicity White, Clerk

Tony Slater, District Councillor, Avening and Gumbolds Ash

. SG welcomed everyone to the meeting, including Jennifer Skillen and Peter

Robinson.

No apologies were received.

The Minutes of the previous meeting, held on 7th July 2025, were approved.

Poole Farm Development

SG referred to the latest Planning submission in respect of the development,

which is out for comments by 19th September 2025. He advised that the PC

has already raised comments in respect of the SUDs pond. In addition, further

comments have been made from an architectural perspective; the dust caused

by building work; a further comment regarding the SUDs pond, which appears

to be four times the size of that on the original Planning application, as well as

the lack of a revised drainage assessment, which would appear to be in a

different location to that originally submitted.

TS advised the meeting that he has been involved in the compliance of Planning

and will take these matters forward on behalf of BwL PC. Action: TS

Financial Report

FG provided an overview of the PCs current financial situation, which included

the income from 1st April to 8th September 2025.

She highlighted that during the period, the PC’s income had benefited from a

VAT return of £1,462.84 plus the Precept of £1,508.00

The main expenditure in the period had been in respect of Bank fees and

Insurance. She has opened 2 new Savings Accounts, which are split between

Community Events and the Parish magazine.

The Pond

MW informed the meeting that following the clearance of the pond by Andy

Batten and Peter Huntley, it has become clear that the ivy, although destructive,

has been holding part of the wall together. Whilst the wall had been believed

to be listed, further investigation has revealed that the part which is adjacent to

the highway might not be. It is clear that repair work will be required but before

doing so, TS has volunteered to obtain clarity via Highways on the PC’s behalf.
Action: TS



Update: TS has approached Highways in order that it can be established
whether the wall is a Highways Asset.

SG referred to the Environmental Assessment of the pond and is awaiting the
report from Simon Ursell. In addition, he reminded the meeting that the
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust will be visiting in late October/early November to
assess and provide guidance.

SG advised that the PC will enquire whether CDC would provide funding for the
pond wall. On a separate, but related, matter it was agreed by the PC that the
Registration of Green spaces in the village should include the pond, the park
and adjoining field.

. Speed controls

DS advised that despite his follow up, he has yet to receive an update following
Highways’ Safety visit in June. However, he was pleased that new school signs
had since been erected and lines refreshed throughout the village. Update:
Since the PC meeting, TS has been in contact with Highways, who will follow
up.

Despite the school’s efforts to stagger the delivery of pupils in the morning, the
collection of children is proving more of a challenge. Cars continue to be parked
on the pavement in the afternoon necessitating people to walk in the road. The
Community Police are to be asked to monitor this and advise drivers that it is
against the law.

DS reported that he has expressed an interest on behalf of BwL in the GCC
Community 20s and Safer Roads Initiatives.

. Update on GCC Ash Dieback tree planting

An application for new trees and whips has been submitted with a view to these
being delivered in October/November for Autumn planting

In addition a plan for a separate woodland area in the village has been made.
SG and GM are to meet with the school in order to discuss a safe pathway
through the area as part of the plan. Further details will be provided by the PC
in due course. Action: SG/MW

Any Other Business

9.1  Community Governance Review - TS advised that with regard to the
local government reorganisation, the preferred idea should soon be known. He
added that Tetbury, Minchinhampton and Avening have founded a larger group;
SG said that he had already expressed interest in being involved in this group.
9.2 CDC Funding of Community projects - potential projects will be
discussed by the PC and details provided to residents in due course.

9.3 The Street closure - Part of The Street will be closed from 3rd to 7th
November for new sewer connection. It should be noted that there will be no
emergency or pedestrian access. A map is on the Notice Board and will also
be uploaded on Facebook.

9.4  Surveillance - following a spate of thefts, attempted thefts and a burglary
in BwL during the course of the last few months, SG has spoken to the police.
It has been strongly recommended that steering locks are used and keys kept



in a Faraday pouch; residents should remain vigilant and be aware of cars

parked near a house, obviously observing movement. In the meantime,

Highgrove Police, who attended a recent attempted car theft in Boxwell, are

going to try and include BwL in their ‘route’.

9.5 Unfortunately, the bin in the Park/Playground is having to be cleared by

members of the PC due to the fact it is left overflowing with some fairly

unpleasant contents, resulting in GCC not picking it up as part of their round.

Whilst it is accepted that BwL residents are unlikely to use the bin, please can

you ensure that items are placed in the lining sack or take your litter home!

9.6 JS enquired whether the area on the Poole Farm development marked

‘public area’ is for use by village residents or just those residing in the houses

in the development. SG confirmed that having spoken to Mackenzie Miller, the

‘public area’ is for the sole use of residents in the development.

9.7 FG is to undertake a review of the various Leighterton Facebook pages

with a view to tidying up the existing sites and establishing a PC website.
Action: FG

10. Date of next meeting:
Monday, 10th November at 7.00pm

BwL PC Sept 2025 Agenda



