BOXWELL WITH LEIGHTERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, 10th NOVEMBER 2025 at 7.00pm
MINUTES

Councillors: Simon Gale, Co-Chairman

Guest:

hobn -~

Martin Weaver, Co-Chairman

Frankie Gale, Responsible Financial Officer

Gary Mackenzie

Dan Say

Felicity White, Clerk

Tony Slater, District Councillor, Avening and Gumbolds Ash

SG welcomed George Mackenzie of Mackenzie Miller to the meeting.
Apologies received from Tony Slater and Martin Weaver

The Minutes from the meeting held on 8th September 2025 were approved.
Poole Farm Development Update - SG advised that the open planning
applications had been approved in October. George Mackenzie (GM-MM)
confirmed that the issues raised by Mr Osborne and the PC have now been
approved. He highlighted the SUDs pond and referenced a technical report
which had been issued at the outset. The reason for re-siting it is due to the
fact that an overhead EV cable has had to be placed underground. He added
that based on a report commissioned, the SUDs pond is deemed only to flood
in a 140 year weather event.

Gary Mackenzie referred to the tarmacked paths; GM-MM advised that this is
a temporary measure and the gravel paths will be reinstated immediately
before they leave the site.

The restoration of the piggery/stable is proving difficult and a structural report
is being conducted to assess the foundations. As work continues, pieces are
falling off the building and it is considered that the current trenches are not
working.  Consequently, Conservation and Building Control have been
contacted; MM has proposed to Cotswold Council that they dismantle the
building, dig new trenches and rebuild it using the existing materials. The PC
agreed that this was the best solution.

GM-MM left the meeting.

Financial Report - FG circulated the latest Accounts and advised that there
was not much to report; the second Precept payment had been received at
the end of September. She is keeping £100 in the Current Account whilst
earning interest on the balance of funds. In addition, a pricing review of
Parish Assets is being undertaken.

5.1  The Precept for 2026/27 is required to be submitted at the end of
January 2026. In preparation for the submission, SG compared BwL to other



parishes in the Cotswold District and emphasised that as BwL commitments
are increasing, it is important to justify any increase.

6. Planning Applications - SG reported as follows:

- Poole Farm development open planning applications approved in
October.

- New Castle Farm application to erect an agricultural manure storage
has been approved.

- Whitewater Farm application to build a slurry pit is still pending.

7. The Pond - In MW’s absence, the following updates were provided:

7.1 No update has yet been received from GCC with regard to the
clarification of which part of the wall surrounding the pond is listed. This item
remains open.

7.2 A large number of goldfish appear to have been introduced to the
pond. Bread continues to be left by the pond and fed to the ducks; this is not
good for them and it was suggested that perhaps a small notice could be
attached to the fence.

7.3 SG has received a detailed Assessment from Simon Ursell. In
essence, the carp and domestic ducks should be removed; certain plants to
be introduced to the pond which will attract wildfowl. It was suggested that
perhaps the children at Leighterton Primary School could be asked to assist
with any art work on a notice board. In the meantime, SG will chase
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.

8. Speed controls - DS has no further contact from GCC following Highways

Safety visit but will continue to follow up.
On an associated point, it has been brought to the notice of the PC that
inconsiderate parking by walkers, builders, etc is causing problems for farm
machinery. The PC would request that builders are asked to be careful where
they park.

9. Christmas Fair - FG reminded the PC that the Fair is on 7th December for
which a temporary road closure has been requested. Children from
Leighterton Primary School will sing around the Christmas tree; there will be
more stalls this year as well as a barbeque; 2 sponsors have already been
secured and confirmation is awaited from a third. A marquee has been
ordered, which will require volunteers to assist in puting up, so please look
out for the date and timing.

10.Following an application for some more trees and whips for the Play area,
these are to be delivered in mid/late November with a view to having a
Planting Party on 29th or 30th November. Details will be widely distributed
nearer the time.

10.1 The PC has made good progress in respect of a proposed Community
Wood in the village. The Archeology Team has approved the proposed site
as has Historic England - this is due to the potential proximity to the Tump.
Separately, the PC is in the process of registering green spaces in the village
e.g. the Playground as required by CDC.



11 Any Other Business
11.1 Community Governance Review - SG will attend a meeting in Tetbury
on 1st December. However, he advised that the funding for Neighbourhood
Funding has been withdrawn, which will be replaced by funding of Community
Plans (Parish Plan) and a Neighbourhood Priority Statement. This prioritises
services, infrastructure and land usage which will remain a priority when the
Council is considering Planning approvals.
11.2 CDC Funding of Community projects has not highlighted anything
applicable for BwL, unfortunately.
11.3 Parish Magazine - It was noted that the magazine has attracted
additional adverts with some more promised, however, the cost of production
has risen. A new printer is to be approached for comparison.
11.4 A resident has conducted significant research regarding crimes
committed in and within a certain radius of BwL. They are writing to Dr Roz
Savage MP regarding security following recent crime in and around BwL and
had requested that the PC include a paragraph. The PC concluded that it
would not be appropriate although they are happy to assist with the general
drafting of the letter. In addition, they will arrange for the Community Police to
attend a general meeting in order to provide appropriate guidance.
Separately, a notice based on previous advice received will be placed in the
Parish magazine.
11.5 A BwL Leighterton Community WhatsApp is to be established which
will enable matters of general interest to be broadcast to the Parish. This will
not override the existing WhatsApp groups such as Leighterton Ladies and
Leighterton Lads.

11. Date of next meeting
5th January 2026 at 7.00pm
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