
 

 

BOXWELL WITH LEIGHTERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, 12th JANUARY 2026 at 7.00pm 

THE ROYAL OAK, LEIGHTERTON 
MINUTES 

 
Councillors:  Simon Gale, Co-Chairman 
   Martin Weaver, Co-Chairman 
   Frankie Gale, Responsible Financial Officer 
   Gary Mackenzie 
   Dan Say 
   Felicity White, Clerk 
Guest:   Tony Slater, District Councillor, Avening and Gumbolds Ash 
 

1. SG welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2026. 
2. Apologies had been received from Tony Slater. 
3. The Minutes and subsequent Addendum of the meeting held on 10th November 

2025 were approved. 
4. Martin Weaver tendered his resignation from the PC with effect from 31st 

January 2026 although he will still be involved in various PC related activities 
e.g editing the BwL News. SG thanked him, on behalf of the PC, for his valuable 
contribution in respect of the Ash Dieback Replanting scheme, sourcing and 
erecting the village Christmas tree and input to the Parish Plan. 

5. Poole Farm Development Update:  SG referred to the further closure of Bath 
Lane. The original work was due to complete on 19th December but the PC 
only received notification that the work was to continue after the road had been 
closed earlier this month  SG has taken up the lack of warning with the 
Developer.  The PC is hopeful that the road surface will be superior to the one 
put down before Christmas. 
Mackenzie Miller has received approval on all outstanding Planning items with 
conditions.  The only matter still requiring approval is the restoration of the 
piggery/stable, which is Listed. 

6. Financial Report:  FG’s report stated that overall funds are looking reasonable 
at the present, sufficient to meet committed expenditure and the requisite level 
of reserves.  

a. A donation had been received from the Amenities Committee, for which 
the PC is very grateful, this money will be used to help fund village 
amenities.  

b. The Christmas Fair raised £1,025 which was split 50/50 between 
Tetbury Hospital and BwL Parish. The PC is very grateful for this 
donation which will be reserved for funding village events. 

6.1   Precept 2026:  SG has undertaken considerable work comparing how 
other PCs within GCC and CDC establish their Precepts vs BwL.  This has 
included several conferences organised at a CDC and Gloucestershire level 



 

 

and a meeting with the PC Clerk of Ramsden in Oxford. Ramsden has a similar 
number of houses and residents and includes a village pond and playground 
and is therefore very similar to BwL; the notable difference is that they have a 
village hall whereas we do not.  This exercise has illustrated that BwL is well 
below any median figures elsewhere in the area. 
The PC debated the most appropriate figure by which to request a Precept raise 
taking into account known projected commitments as well as some level of 
unexpected expenditure over the next five years.  The PC agreed on an 
increase of approximately £7.00 per annum on a Band D property. This 
represents a balance between setting us on the right path for the future and 
managing the financial impact on local residents. It will allow us to continue the 
work we have started and commence some of that proposed. 
The submission will be made to GCC by 31st January 2026. 

7. Village meeting: The PC is to hold a Village Meeting on Thursday, 19th 
February at 7.00pm in St Andrew’s Church. The proposed  ‘agenda’ will, we 
hope, include: 

● Background to Precept Setting  
● A presentation from the Amenities Committee on their activities 
● A member of the Community Police to advise on security matters 

8. Planning Approval Applications: SG advised that the only application 
received since the last meeting was in relation to the erection of a detached 
garage and associated works at Poole Farm, which is sympathetic to other 
buildings within the village.  The PC recorded no objections. 

9. The Pond: 
9.1 Unfortunately no feedback has been received from Gloucestershire 
Wildlife regarding their proposed visit. 
9.2   Nothing has been heard from GCC in respect of the Listed status of the 
wall surrounding the pond.  DS has a meeting with Ian Watson of GCC Road 
Safety in the near future and will raise with him, given the pressure being put 
on the wall by the volume and size of passing traffic. 

10. Speed controls:  DS has been advised that the data provided by BwL following 
the Highways Safety visit has been included in general data being compiled by 
GCC.  However, he will continue to pursue with Ian Watson (see above) in order 
to discuss in more detail. 

11.  Any Other Business: 
11.1 Community Governance Review - SG has reviewed the document and 
concluded that the only item of relevance to BwL is that the number of PC 
members could be increased by one. 
11.2 CDC Funding of Community projects - Following a thorough review of 
these papers and, since BwL does not have a village hall or similar facilities, 
CDC Funding would not be applicable.  However, the new paper on Cotswold 
Natural Landscape whilst clearly stating an increased level of responsibility on 
PCs might also offer a new avenue for Grant funding, further work will be 
conducted in respect of this. 



 

 

11.3 Parish Magazine - MW will continue to edit the BwL News and the PC is 
happy to continue to pay for the printing. If anyone wishes to provide content 
for the magazine, please make sure it is with Martin by the 15th of the preceding 
month. Naturally, any additional advertisements would be welcome. 

12.  Date of next meeting:  13th April 2026 at 7.00pm. 
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