BOXWELL WITH LEIGHTERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY 26th MAY 2026 at 7.20pm
THE ROYAL OAK, LEIGHTERTON
MINUTES

Attendees: Simon Gale, Chairman

Clare Dixon

Gary Mackenzie

Dan Say

Frankie Gale, Responsible Financial Officer
Felicity White, Clerk

Apologies: Tony Slater, District Councillor, Avening and Gumbolds Ash

1.

SG opened the meeting by welcoming members of PC to the meeting.

2. Apologies had been received from Tony Slater.

3.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2026 were approved and
signed by SG.

. Financial Report:

FG provided an overview of the PC’s current financial situation and

highlighted that:

» The renewal of the mower insurance had been completed but due to timing
issues had been paid for on credit card by SG. Renewal of Zurich Insurance
has to be completed in June.

» The PC has received the first Precept payment for 2026.

» The BwL News has covered the cost of printing in the last (its first) financial
year.

In addition, arrangements have been made for Phil Dolman to sign off the

annual accounts on behalf of the PC.

Governance:

The AGAR Return was included as a final agenda item of the AGM and has

subsequently been submitted.

Planning Approval Applications:

SG reported that only one new application had been received since the last

meeting, namely the removal of an Ash tree suffering from Ash Dieback at

The Basley, The Street. No objections were raised by the PC.

Park:

* SG reported that thanks to the Amenities Committee (AC) significant
progress has been made in respect of the required remedial work. He
referred to the excellent work undertaken to repair the picnic table and we
pass our sincere thanks to the AC and whoever was specifically responsible.
Some work is still to be completed, such as the fixture of loose matting and
the untwisting of a swing chain; it was suggested that a working party, in
association with the Amenities Committee, be convened to perhaps include



a village Litter-picking/Tidy-up Day. Further details will be provided once a
date is agreed but, in the meantime, the PC will explore the costs of
purchasing ‘grabbers’ for the litter picking.

» During the inspection earlier this year it was highlighted that an Ash tree
looked a little unhealthy. We have retained a local tree surgeon to perform
regular checks on trees that are on, or have the potential to cause damage
to, PC/Village Assets. In his first review he suggested that we should wait
until the Summer to see whether the tree will recover before any further
action is taken.

8. The Pond:

» The Listed status of part of the Pond wall is still awaited by TS. In the
interim, village residents have been advised to reduce speed near the walls
and also stop children from walking on them - this latter point applies equally
to the park walls which are showing some signs of wear due to misuse.

 In order to create a better habitat for frogs, toads and wildfowl as well as
establishing a ‘beach’ for domestic ducks, the PC is proposing a specific
get-together to formulate a plan for next steps. The previously
commissioned report had also highlighted the need to reduce the number of
fish, and we will be taking action in respect of this over the coming months.

9. Road Safety:

» DS reported that regrettably no further progress has been made, but he will
persevere in pursuing GCC Highways.

» The condition of roads both within the parish and bordering it remains a
frequently raised topic and we would again remind people to log all issues
on FixMyStreet.com (there is a link on the PC website).

10.Any Other Business:
10.1.SG reported that further to the Community Governance Review, BwL has
completed all the necessary reviews and is compliant with the policies as
outlined. The only noticeable change for residents will be to the BwL PC
email address (this has already been updated on the PC website) -
info@boxwellwithleightertonpc.co.uk. The topic is now considered
closed.

10.2.Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) continues to be the subject of

much debate and our CDC and GCC councillors have each made
reference to its impact in their recent updates. In essence, the last 12
months have introduced government initiatives which will fundamentally
change the government of the Cotswolds and Gloucestershire and the
way the public interacts with its elected representatives. LGR seems
likely to see CDC dissolved into a larger authority and possibly
Gloucestershire becoming part of the West of England Combined
Authority (WECA), a decision from the government is due “in the
Summer”.



http://fixmystreet.com

10.3.Planning is also an issue affecting the Cotswolds - the government has
called for some 18,000 houses to be built in the Cotswold district by
2043, which potentially means around 9,000 within the southern part of
the District. Following several representations by CDC leader, Mike
Evemy, since the targets were communicated, when he has presented
Ministers with dozens of comments from residents and Town and Parish
councils, the Government has once again told CDC that it must use the
Local Plan process to set out the constraints in meeting its huge housing
target.

10.4.PC contact with Land Management regarding hedge trimming is to be
carried forward.

10.5.We hope to proceed with the restoration and re-painting of the telephone
box housing the Defibrillator, and are currently awaiting a breakdown on
costs and timing, together with a list of any preparatory work to be
conducted by the PC.

10.6.We are in the process of finalising the First Aid and Defibrillator Training,
which will, this time, be expanded to include First Aid for Babies and
Children. We will publish a date and time once everyone involved in
providing the training has confirmed their availability.

10.7.Notice of an official complaint has been communicated to the PC by the
Local Rights of Way Officer regarding an overgrown footpath between
the fields on Tetbury Lane and Ivy House. This acts as a reminder that
all Rights of Way must be kept clear for walkers.

10.8.Several complaints have been received about the dog mess on verges
and alongside footpaths which is not only unpleasant but also unhealthy
for all of us, but especially dangerous for farm animals and children. All
dog owners and walkers are responsible for ensuring they remove dog
mess and dispose of it in the relevant bins around the village or take it
home - please do so.

11. Date of next PC meeting is 15th July 2026 at 7.00pm
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