BOXWELL WITH LEIGHTERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, 3rd AUGUST 2026 at 7.00pm
ST ANDREW’s CHURCH, LEIGHTERTON
MINUTES

Councillors: Simon Gale, Chairman

Guest:

Frankie Gale, Responsible Financial Officer

Clare Dixon

Gary Mackenzie

Dan Say

Felicity White, Clerk

Tony Slater, District Councillor, Avening and Gumbolds Ash

. The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Councillors present.
. Apologies had been received from Tony Slater.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 2026 were approved following
an amendment to the ‘Date of Next Meeting’ which had been postponed from
16th July to 3rd August.

. Financial Report - FG provided an overview of the PCs current financial

position. The restoration of the phone box has required a substantial
proportion of funds, but it is hoped that a significant amount of this will be
covered by monies raised at the Village Fete. It was noted that the PC is now
subsidising the BwL Life magazine and FG will arrange a meeting with Martin
Weaver to discuss the possibility of more advertisers or a sponsor.

Planning Approval Applications - SG reported on two applications received
since the last meeting:

(i) Fox Cottage - Planning approval sought to reduce in height and
laterally a Box Elder Maple due to its maturity and size in a small area.

(i) Poole House - Planning approval sought to erect a single storey rear
extension and alterations, including installation of a dormer window and the
erection of a new garage and associated works.

No objections to either application were raised by the Parish Council.
Park/Playground

6.1 It was noted that the Amenities Committee had addressed any issues
considered a potential danger. However, the PC being aware that there are
some minor matters which require attention feels a general tidy up would be
of benefit. It was concluded that this should be undertaken after the Summer
holidays and be incorporated with a Litter Picking Day, a general village tidy
up and possibly bulb planting. The date considered was Saturday, 3rd
October.

6.2 The Ash trees have made a good recovery and will continue to be
monitored by the Tree Surgeon.



In the meantime, he has identified a large branch overhanging the road
(Boxwell Road), which could fall in the event of a storm or very high wind.
The PC will instruct him to remove it to avoid any accidents.

It has been noted that the trees planted last Autumn are suffering in this
prolonged, hot weather. Arrangements will be made by the PC to water them.

7. The Pond
7.1 Listed Status of wall is still awaited from GCC.

7.2  Following the reduction of the larger fish population and the lower
levels of water in the pond due to lack of rain, it has enabled the PC to identify
areas where an ‘island’ could be created for ducks and wildfowl.

The PC wishes to source some large rocks and is seeking volunteers to help
build up the islands on 15/16 August. Please contact Simon Gale on the
following address: chair@boxwellwithleightertonpl.co.uk if you would like to
help.

8. Traffic & Roadways - DS advised that whilst he has not received any further
update from Highways, he has been in touch with contacts at Hillesley and
Tresham, who had speed control/awareness signs made by the children at
Hillesley School. He proposes approaching Leighterton Primary School and
asking that the children design some signs, from which the PC will select 4 to
be erected in the village.

9. Any Other Business
9.1  SG provided a précis of the Local Government Reorganisation which
will, in effect, mean that Gloucestershire will be one Unitary Authority with the
result that GCC and CDC in the current form will cease to exist. There are
established precedents, e.g. Wiltshire. The hierarchy will be Parish/Town -
Glos however, it is too early to know the time scale and the impact on each
parish.

9.2  Village Litter Picking Day proposed date is 3rd October (see 6.1)

9.3 Restoration and repainting of the phone box was completed by
Herefordshire Sandblasting in July and included the installation of new glass
as well as being repainted both internally and externally.

9.4  Date for First Aid and Defibrillator Training will be arranged for a date in
October - FG

9.5 A complaint had been received regarding the overgrown footpath off
Tetbury Lane. It was found that the footpath is being maintained by the
adjacent landowners and is passable in single-file. Our thanks to the Cotswold
Voluntary Wardens and the landowners concerned. The footpath sign has
been cleared and the matter is now closed.

10. Date of next meeting - Monday, 12th October.
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